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Download OverDrive eBooks and eAudiobooks 
directly to Apple iOS devices using the OverDrive 
app.  

 
 

Download the OverDrive App  
 

The OverDrive app is available from Apple’s App 
Store, or through a link from the OverDrive site 
app.overdrive.com.  
 
Create an OverDrive Account 
 
The next step is to Sign Up for an OverDrive account.   
An OverDrive account can be created using your 
library card, your email address and a password, or 
your Facebook account.  The email address and 
password method is recommended.  OverDrive will 
send an email to verify the email address.  Open the 
message and follow the instructions.  
 
Choose Toronto Public Library 
 
When you open the OverDrive app for the first time 
you will need to add the Toronto Public Library as 
your library.   
 
1.  The app opens in the Bookshelf section.  Select 

Add a Title.  
 
2.  In the Add a library screen, search for “Toronto” 

and select any one of the Toronto Public Library 
branches on the list. Tap the star next to “Toronto 
Public Library” to save it. 

 
Toronto Public Library can also be added through the 
Manage Libraries section in the app’s menu . 
 
Find and Download eBooks and eAudiobooks 
 
1.  Select Toronto Public Library to be taken to TPL’s 

OverDrive mobile site.  Search for titles using the 
search box or open the menu ( ) to browse by 
format, genre or subject.  Only formats 
compatible with your device will be displayed. 

2.  A black book  for eBooks or headphone  
symbol for eAudiobooks on the cover indicates that 
a title is available to borrow.  

 
3.  If the symbols are greyed out, then all copies of 

that title are checked out.  Add yourself to the 
waiting list by tapping on the cover and selecting 
Place a Hold.  

 
4.  To limit your list to only titles with copies currently 

available, use the Filter search by: and select 
Available Now under Show me… 

 
5.  When you find a title with a copy available, tap on 

the cover. Choose More to get a full description of 
the item or select Borrow to borrow the item.  

 
6.  After selecting Borrow, enter your library card 

number and PIN (last four digits of your phone 
number) to sign in.   Click on Go to Checkouts or 
on the Account icon   to go to the Checkouts 
section of your account. 

 
7.  Select Add to app to the right of the book cover. 

The app will start the download process.   
 
8. Open the menu for the app and select BookShelf.  

The eBook or eAudiobook will be available here for 
the duration of the borrowing period.  Tap on the 
cover to open it.  

 
9. For eAudiobooks, the progress of the downloading of 

the multiple files can be monitored in the Files 
section of the app’s menu.  Also, make sure that 
“Only download titles on Wi-Fi” is turned on in the 
app’s Settings to avoid downloading eAudiobooks 
using data.  

 
Returning eBooks and eAudiobooks 
 
This is not required, but can be done if you wish to 
return a title before the end of the borrowing period.  
 
1. From the Bookshelf in the OverDrive app, tap and 
hold the cover of the title to be returned.   
 
2. Select Return to Library to remove the title from 
your device and your OverDrive account.  
 
eBooks and eAudiobooks will automatically 
expire at the end of the lending period. eBooks 
and eAudiobooks cannot be renewed.  


